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a spoon without much spilling and drink from a cup or glass.
He has the ability to put away his toys when he has finished
playing with them, and will do so if he has sufficient incen-
tive or goal in mind. Sometimes the putting-away process
can be made the last "game" of each play period. A child's
level of motor accomplishment can be judged by his spon-
taneous play activity under certain optimum environmental
conditions when he plays at the level of his ability.
A comparison of biographical studies with recent
researches on motor development14 showed the children in
the biographical studies to be more akin to Terman's gifted
group than to unselected groups of children in average age
of grasping, thumb opposition to fingers, sitting alone, stand-
ing without support, and walking. The child biographies
have the advantage of showing motor development in rela-
tionship to other phases of development. They have the dis-
advantages of lack of uniformity and system in observation
and recording.
Which hand do babies use most frequently? Recent sys-
tematic and consecutive observations and tests of infants15
show an early differentiation between the two hands in the
amount of spontaneous activity, especially of the fingers,
wrists, and other small-muscle groups. After six months of
age the child may show preference for one hand in reaching
for objects as well as in spontaneous activity. The hand pref-
erence appears to be accompanied by a "body preference*'
which manifests itself in the turning of the head toward the
dominant side and greater activity of the whole musculature
of that side. By the end of the first year the majority of
children show a preference for one hand. The general pref-
erence for the right hand may have a physiological basis in
the tendency toward greater activity in one side of the body
i* Elizabeth B. Hurlock and G. McHugh, "Use of the Biographical Method
in the Study of Motor Co-ordination," Child Development, VII (September,
1936), 161-168.
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